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El Barcelona rentabiliza La Masía

Top 10 de los equipos que más han gastado
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(3)
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(0,5)

Jorquera
(0)

V. Sánchez
(0)

O. Romeu
(5)

Jeffren
(3,75)
Bojan
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Thiago
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Fontás
(1)
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J. Dos
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Bojan (1,8)
Rodri (0,6)
Valdés (0)
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F. Navarro
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Ingresos de los equipos de Primera por venta de jugadores Total ingresos por ventas de la Liga española

Fútbol y millones 
INFORME PRIME TIME SPORT La Masía ha generado ventas por valor de 112,7 millones 
en las últimas 11 temporadas • Solo en las dos últimas, Thiago y Cesc supusieron 58

Luis F. Rojo • Barcelona 

El Barcelona ha comenzado 
a rentabilizar La Masía en el 
aspecto económico. Hasta 
ahora, la escuela azulgrana 
había servido para nutrir de 
jugadores para el primer equi-
po. Con especial relevancia en 
los últimos años, donde con-
siguieron todos los títulos po-
sibles con un once inicial for-
mado básicamente por can-
teranos. 

Pero La Masía está comen-
zando a ser un negocio, tal y 
como refleja el Informe Pri-
me Time Sport que ayer fue 
presentado en el marco del 
Soccerex Global Convention. 
En los últimos 11 años, el Bar-
celona ha ingresado 112,7 mi-
llones por la venta de futbo-
listas que se formaron en la 
cantera azulgrana. 

Una cantidad importante y 
que va aumentando con el pa-
so de los años. En las dos úl-
timas temporadas, el club ha 
ingresado 65,9 millones de eu-
ros por venta de canteranos, 
cifra que representa más del 

60% del total de las ventas de 
esas dos temporadas. Los tras-
pasos de Cesc y Thiago fueron 
determinantes porque solo 
ellos supusieron 58 kilos. 

El club azulgrana ha conse-
guido sus ingresos en este ca-

pítulo con pequeñas ventas 
que, salvo en los dos casos an-
teriores y el del pase de Bojan 
a la Roma, nunca superaron 
los 10 millones de euros. 

El informe señala al Barce-
lona como uno de los grandes 

protagonistas en el mercado 
estival. El club azulgrana ha 
realizado una inversión de 157 
millones, que es la cantidad 
más elevada de su historia en 
compra de jugadores y la se-
gunda en Europa, solamente 

superada por el Manchester 
United. La imposibilidad de 
fichar en los dos próximos 
mercados ha obligado a Zubi-
zarreta a dejarse este verano 
el dinero. De hecho, el fichaje 
más caro de esta temporada 
lo ha protagonizado Luis Suá-
rez, por el que el Barcelona pa-
gó 81 millones. 

La Liga reduce deuda 
En el cómputo global, La Liga 
ha reducido por tercer año 
consecutivo la deuda, siendo 
mayores las ventas que los 
traspasos. Una circunstancia 
que no deja de ser sorpren-
dente, porque tres de los cin-
co clubes que más dinero han 
invertidos son españoles: Bar-
celona (157 millones), Real Ma-
drid (120) y Atlético de Madrid 
(105). El motivo es que a esas 
compras se han unido tam-
bién importantes ventas. En 
el caso de Madrid y Atlético, 
la inversión neta es relativa-
mente pequeña. 

A nivel europeo, la Premier 
League sigue siendo la com-
petición que más invierte en 
jugadores, principalmente por 
la importancia de sus contra-
tos televisivos. En el pasado 
verano los clubes ingleses se 
gastaron 1.025 millones.

El club alega en defensa de Bartomeu y Faus
L. F. R. • Barcelona 

1
Josep Maria Bartomeu y Javier 
Faus intentan evitar que el juez Ruz 

les impute en el ‘caso Neymar’, después de 
que el socio Jordi Cases lo pidiera a través 
de su abogado, Felipe Izquierdo, amplian-
do la querella que en principio iba dirigida 
a Rosell y el Barcelona. Las alegaciones 
del presidente y el vicepresidente llega-
ron al juzgado a través de Cristóbal Mar-
tell, abogado que defiende al club en este 
proceso. En el escrito que ya obra en po-

der del juez Ruz, el Barcelona pide la no 
imputación de sus directivos. Según las 
alegaciones presentadas, el motivo es que 
no existe conocimiento ni voluntad de co-
meter delito. En las declaraciones ante el 
juez de finales de julio, tanto Sandro Ro-
sell como Antonio Rossich ya exculparon a 
Bartomeu y Faus.  

El expresidente dijo que ambos sola-
mente habían puesto la firma en los con-
tratos, pero que no habían participado de 
manera activa en las negociaciones a pe-

sar de que en dos de ellos apareciera su 
rúbrica. Ayer finalizó el plazo de presentar 
alegaciones, por lo que ahora tiene la pa-
labra el juez Ruz, que deberá decidir en 
los próximos días si amplía la querella a 
los dos directivos azulgranas, tal y como 
pide el abogado de Cases. El socio consi-
dera que Bartomeu y Faus son igualmente 
responsables de la acusación de apropia-
ción indebida al haber firmado algunos de 
los contratos con las empresas del padre 
del futbolista. 

Impreso por Esteve Calzada Mangues. Propiedad de Unidad Editorial. Prohibida su reproducción.
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Gabriel Sans Barcelona

n Ya sea por la sanción FIFA que
le prohíbe fichar hasta el verano
de 2016 o por obligada necesidad
después de un año en blanco, la
remodelación de la plantilla del
Barça ha batido récords en el mer-
cado veraniego, según descubre
un minucioso estudio elaborado

por Esteve Calzada, consejero de-
legado de Prime Time Sport y ex
director general de marketing
azulgrana, denominado 'Soccerex
Transfer Review 2014-2015'.

Con 157 millones, el Barça ha
batido su récord de inversión en
fichajesy se ha situado estatempo-
rada en el segundo escalón euro-
peo, sólosuperado por el Manches-

ter United que ha alcanzado los
196 después de su última adquisi-
ción, Di María, por el que pagó 75
'kilos'. Además, el club azulgrana
ha traspasado otros topes propios.
El histórico del club en ventas, na-
da menos que 79 millones; el del
fichaje más caro, el de Luis Suárez
por el que pagó 81; la venta más
cara, la de Alexis al Arsenal por
42,5; la mayor cifra pagada por el
traspaso de un canterano, el del
Cesc al Chelsea por 33 millones y
la mayor inversión en porteros en
una misma temporada, los 24 in-
vertidos en contratar a Ter Stegen
y Bravo.

El análisis también llega a otras
conclusionesmás generales. LaLi-
ga BBVA aprovecha también el
mercado para reducir deuda. Por
tercer año consecutivo, los clubs
españoles ingresan más por ven-
tas (512 millones) que lo destinado
a fichajes (500). El estricto control
presupuestario ha obligado a ajus-
tarse el cinturón. La competición
nacional está a años luz de la Pre-
mier, que ha invertido 1.025 millo-
nes gracias a sus lucrativos con-
tratos televisivos. Aún así, el Atlé-
tico de Madrid, con 110, estableció
un récord de club en compras. El
Madrid se gastó 120 B

Prime Time Sport sitúa al Barça como el segundo club más activo del verano

La remodelación de la plantilla
ha batido récords de mercado

Mayor inversión en
fichajes en Europa

Manchester Utd. 196

FC Barcelona 157,3

Liverpool 149,4

R.Madrid 120

Inversión en fichajes
en la Liga BBVA

FC Barcelona 157,3

R.Madrid 120

At.Madrid 105,1

Valencia CF 60

Sevilla FC 21

Temporada 2014-2015

Fichaje más caro
en la Liga BBVA

Luis Suárez 81

James 80

Kroos 30

Griezmann 30

Negredo 29

Temporada 2014-2015

Temporada 2014-2015

*Cifras expresadas en millones de euros

Esteve Calzada, ex director general de marketing azulgrana, lidera el estudio FOTO: PERE PUNTÍ

Lotería navideña de la Peña Fuenlabarça de Fuenlabrada

La Peña Soriana estuvo en el Congrés, Trobada y Gamper

La Federación de Madrid
viajará al Barcelona-Celta

Calendarios de bolsillo
de la Peña Leonesa

Desde hace algunas semanas la Peña
Barcelonista Fuenlabarça de
Fuenlabrada (Madrid) ha puesto a la
venta sus participaciones de lotería
navideña. En esta ocasión ha dedicado
las papeletas al gran capitán Puyol,
que ha colgado las botas, y al llorado

Tito Vilanova. Estos boletos, de
cuidado diseño, se venden a 5 euros,
jugándose 4 en el número 39.821.
Igualmente se ofrecen décimos a 23
euros. Todos aquellos interesados en
su adquisición deben pasar por la sede
social, Cafetería Dani's, en la calle

Móstoles nº 30 de Fuenlabrada.
También están distribuyendo dicha

lotería socios y directivos. Además
puede solicitarse a través del correo
electrónico julian.43@hotmail.com, o
bien llamando al 663 90 33 43 o al 687
672 556 B

La Peña Fuenlabarça este
año apuesta por el número
39.821, vendiendo décimos
y participaciones. Las
papeletas, con diseño muy
cuidado, están dedicadas al
gran capitán Puyol y al
llorado Tito Vilanova

La Peña Barcelonista Soriana de Soria
estuvo representada en el Congrés
Mundial, Trobada y Gamper por su
tesorero Gerardo Fernández Arias,
Marisol Ramos Pérez, esposa de
Gerardo y socia de la entidad y el
también socio José Patricio Izquierdo
Lasanta. Compartieron barcelonismo
con otros peñistas tanto de España
como del extranjero y culminaron su
estancia viendo el 6-0 ante el León. La
peña se alegra por la importancia que
se le dio en el Congrés al fútbol
femenino y a las demás secciones B

El tesorero de la Peña Soriana y su esposa, también socia, en el GamperGerardo y José Patricio en la comida de gala del Congrés, el 18 de agosto

Gerardo Fernández Arias con las copas que estuvieron expuestas durante las jornadas de Congrés

Informa la Federación de Peñas
Barcelonistas de Madrid y Centro que
está organizando un viaje al partido
de Liga Barcelona-Celta del sábado 1
de noviembre. Se saldrá en la
madrugada del viernes al sábado y el
autocar efectuará paradas en las
localidades con peñas que se hayan
sumado al desplazamiento. Se hará
noche en un hotel de Sant Joan Despí
y el regreso tendrá lugar el domingo 2
de noviembre. El precio es de 90 euros
por persona (bus, alojamiento y
desayuno) y la entrada se pagará
aparte, dependiendo del sector del
Camp Nou. Más información en cada
peña de esta Federación B

Como en años anteriores la Peña
Leonesa FC Barcelona de León ha
editado 6.000 calendarios de la
temporada futbolística 2014-2015. Se
están repartiendo en numerosos
establecimientos de la capital leonesa
al tiempo que se sirven gratuitamente
a amigos, peñistas y aficionados en
general. Los coleccionistas y demás
personas interesadas en obtenerlo
deben dirigirse a:

Serafín de la Fuente, calle Francisco
Fernández Díez, 1, 3º A, 24009 León.

Se advierte que ya están a punto de
agotarse B
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Manchester United embarked on the second most expensive summer 

spending spree in football history but financial fair play (FFP) forced 

other clubs to sell, the Soccerex Transfer Review by Prime Time Sport 

has revealed. 

- Mourinho: FFP benefits traditional giants 

- Ferguson: Manchester United spending 'amazing' 

United paid out 196 million euros as they brought in Angel Di Maria, 

Luke Shaw, Ander Herrera, Marcos Rojo, Daley Blind and Radamel 

Falcao. 

That total was topped only in the summer of 2009, when Real Madrid 

paid 265 million euros for new signings including Cristiano Ronaldo 

and Kaka. 

This summer, Real (113 million euros), Atletico Madrid (77 million 

euros), Barcelona (79 million euros), Chelsea (94 million euros), 

http://www.espnfc.com/story/2016441/premier-league-clubs-spend-summer-record-835-million-pounds
http://www.espnfc.com/story/2016441/premier-league-clubs-spend-summer-record-835-million-pounds
http://www.espnfc.com/chelsea/story/2022787/chelsea-boss-jose-mourinho-says-financial-fair-play-benefits-biggest-clubs
http://www.espnfc.com/manchester-united/story/2021309/manchester-uniteds-spending-is-amazingsays-sir-alex-ferguson
http://www.espnfc.com/story/2016601/manchester-united-%C2%A3153-million-premier-league-transfer-record


Liverpool (92 million euros) and Manchester City (62 million euros) all 

brought in club record sums for the sale of players. 

City and Paris Saint-Germain were fined by UEFA for breaching FFP 

regulations, and spending dried up in France as PSG and Monaco cut 

costs. 

The Transfer Review, produced by Esteve Calzada, a former chief 

commercial and marketing officer at Barcelona, concluded: "Despite 

having wealthy owners, PSG and Monaco have been forced to 

decrease investment in new players due to the limited revenue 

generation potential of Ligue 1." 

Barcelona were the second biggest spenders behind United, with Luis 

Suarez their costliest arrival in a 157 million-euro spending spree, 

followed by Liverpool (149 million) and Real Madrid (120 million). 

 
TRANSFERS BY LEAGUE 

All transfers 

English Premier League 

Spanish La Liga 

Italian Serie A 

German Bundesliga 

Major League Soccer 

Seven European clubs paid more than 100 million euros, while the top 10 

spenders were all either English (six clubs) or Spanish (four). 

Louis van Gaal's United also had the biggest net spend this summer -- 157 

million euros -- with Arsenal (86 million) and Barcelona (78 million) a distant 

second and third. 

http://www.espnfc.com/story/2021337/financial-fair-play-uefa-success-reducing-club-losses
http://www.espnfc.com/story/2021337/financial-fair-play-uefa-success-reducing-club-losses
http://www.espnfc.com/transfers?year=2014
http://www.espnfc.com/barclays-premier-league/23/transfers?year=2014
http://www.espnfc.com/spanish-primera-division/15/transfers?year=2014
http://www.espnfc.com/italian-serie-a/12/transfers?year=2014
http://www.espnfc.com/german-bundesliga/10/transfers?year=2014
http://www.espnfc.com/major-league-soccer/19/transfers?year=2014


However, United are still only the sixth-highest spenders over the last six 

years, with Real (731 million euros) topping that list ahead of Manchester 

City (615 million) although, for the first time since Sheikh Mansour bought 

the club, City were not in England's top five spenders in a summer. 

Southampton brought in more money than any club in Europe, with the sales 

of Shaw, Calum Chambers, Adam Lallana, Dejan Lovren and Rickie Lambert 

helping them bank 120 million euros, seven million more than Real received 

as players including Di Maria and Xabi Alonso left the Bernabeu. 

Suarez, at 81 million euros, was the most expensive player sold in the 

summer, followed by James Rodriguez (80 million) and Di Maria (75 

million). 

While Real Madrid and Barcelona were involved in the biggest deals, the 20 

Premier League clubs spent more than one billion euros in the summer 

transfer window, more than twice as much as the Spanish league (500 million 

euros), in which the second-highest total was spent. 

The English clubs' spending was attributed to the lucrative television deal, 

reinvesting the proceeds of major sales of players such as Suarez and David 

Luiz and what the report termed "Man United bad squad renovation" -- an 

overdue need to invest after failing to strengthen in previous seasons. 

More than 80 percent of the amount Premier League clubs spent went on 

foreign players, and although 206 million euros was spent on English players, 

just 33 percent of players in the division are English. 



Despite the departures of Danny Welbeck and Tom Cleverley, United still 

have the highest number of homegrown players in their squad -- seven -- 

while Hull, QPR and Sunderland have produced none of their first-team 

players. 

 
ALL-TIME HIGHEST TRANSFER FEES 

1) £85m Gareth Bale -- Tottenham to Real Madrid, Sept. 2013 

2) £80m Cristiano Ronaldo -- Man Utd to R Madrid, June 2009 

3) £75m Luis Suarez -- Liverpool to Barcelona, July 2014 

4) £71m James Rodriguez -- Monaco to Real Madrid, July 2014 

5) £59.7m Angel Di Maria -- R Madrid to Man Utd, August 2014 

6) £56m Kaka -- AC Milan to Real Madrid, June 2009 

While spending went up 41 percent in England's top flight and 26 percent in 

its Spanish counterpart, it dropped by 25 percent in Italy's Serie A and 64 

percent in the French top flight. 

However, Premier League clubs banked the most in sales, bringing in 563 

million euros, 51 million more than Spanish clubs received. 

Spending in Spain was dominated by the four wealthiest clubs, with 

Barcelona, Real Madrid, Atletico Madrid and Valencia accounting for 88.5 

percent of the fees paid. That figure was only 58 percent for their counterparts 

in Germany, 53.3 percent for their English equivalents and 45 percent for 

Italy's four top spenders. 

The Premier League's net spend of 465 million euros was five million lower 

than last summer, but still far bigger than those in Germany (82 million) and 

Italy (30 million), while the French clubs were in the black by 87 million 

euros and the Spanish top-flight clubs recorded a 12 million-euro transfer 

market profit between them. 

http://www.espnfc.com/player/77653/gareth-bale
http://www.espnfc.com/player/22774/cristiano-ronaldo
http://www.espnfc.com/player/125088/luis-suarez
http://www.espnfc.com/player/82816/james-rodriguez
http://www.espnfc.com/player/108223/%C3%A1ngel-di-mar%C3%ADa
http://www.espnfc.com/player/21364/kaka


 
 
Former Chelsea star Gianfranco Zola believes his old club have improved 
considerably as a result of 'clever' summer spending. 
Chelsea, boosted by the signings of Spain duo Cesc Fabregas and Diego 
Costa, are the early favourites for the Barclays Premier League after winning 
their opening three games. 
Costa, a £32million buy from Atletico Madrid, has been an instant hit with four 
goals in three games while former Arsenal midfielder Fabregas, £30million from 
Barcelona, has also shone. 

 

+5Good business: Diego Costa has hit the ground running after joining Chelsea  



Zola said: 'I think it was very clever the way they used their money. They have a 
strong team, in every position they are very good. 
'The quality of the football has been made better and I believe that Fabregas 
has a lot to do with that. 
'Chelsea look like they will be one of the teams to beat - but the Premier League 
is long and the tough moments will come.' 
Zola was speaking at the Soccerex Global Convention in Manchester where he 
was part of a panel discussing the summer's transfer business around Europe. 

 

+5Midfield maestro: Cesc Fabregas has been in fine form since his switch to Stamford Bridge 

 

Statistics produced by marketing firm Prime Time Sport to accompany the talk 
underlined the spending power of the Premier League. 
For the first time, combined spending by English clubs topped the one billion 
euros mark (£800.5million). 
Of those, Manchester United spent the heaviest, with their £157million new 
signings including club record £59.7million transfer Angel di Maria. 
Zola believes United had to play catch-up but is unsure whether it will pay off. 



 

+5Record buy: United splashed £59.7million on Argentine Angel di Maria 

 

The Italian, 48, said: 'Only time will tell. Obviously the intentions are good, they 
know the competition in this country is big. 
'They wanted to make sure they had the quality in the squad to face the 
challenge. 
'Manchester United want to make sure they are competitive in the next few 
years. 
'The potential is there but football can be affected by many things. I hope for 
Manchester it will go well.' 
Yet while United's transfer spending may be eye-popping, Prime Time's figures 
also reveal that the club - despite the departures of Danny Welbeck and Tom 
Cleverley - still boast the highest number of homegrown players in the Premier 
League with seven. 



 

+5Speaking out: Gianfranco Zola has had his say on the summer transfer activity 

 

Arsenal and Aston Villa both have six, Liverpool and Newcastle five while QPR, 
Hull and Sunderland have none. 
United's seven are Ben Amos, Jonny Evans, Tyler Blackett, Rafael, Darren 
Fletcher, Jesse Lingard and Adnan Januzaj. 
Former United assistant boss Mike Phelan has said he feels the club have lost 
some of their identity with the £16million sale of academy graduate Welbeck to 
Arsenal. 
But Zola hopes manager Louis van Gaal will still give opportunities to those who 
have come through the system. 
He said: 'Van Gaal is the type of manager if he has a good young player, he will 
play him. 
'He is known for that. The young players will have to raise their standards but 
the quality of the players they have bought is high.' 



 

+5Perfect fit: Mario Balotelli has all the attributes to be a big hit at Liverpool, according to Zola 

 

Another player to have moved in the recent transfer window is Zola's former 
protege Mario Balotelli. 
Balotelli, the controversial striker who played under Zola for Italy Under-21s, 
joined Liverpool from AC Milan for £16million. 
Zola said: 'I believe Mario technically and tactically is the perfect fit for Liverpool. 
'I think it will depend a lot on Mario's attitude towards it. 
'I think it is very important for him. I believe it is a massive opportunity for him to 
make a step forward in his career and his knowledge of football. 
'I hope Mario takes the chance very well and Liverpool can have a lot of benefit 
from it.' 
 

 

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/football/article-2748308/Gianfranco-Zola-hails-Chelsea-s-clever-summer-transfer-

activity.html#ixzz3CoJkvNc5  

Follow us: @MailOnline on Twitter | DailyMail on Facebook 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/football/article-2748308/Gianfranco-Zola-hails-Chelsea-s-clever-summer-transfer-activity.html#ixzz3CoJkvNc5
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/football/article-2748308/Gianfranco-Zola-hails-Chelsea-s-clever-summer-transfer-activity.html#ixzz3CoJkvNc5
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=bBOTTqvd0r3Pooab7jrHcU&u=MailOnline
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=bBOTTqvd0r3Pooab7jrHcU&u=DailyMail
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The pendulum swings back for a week or so. Roy Hodgson becomes an acceptable 

England manager after all, despite the lurch against the man which saw him turn 

the air blue and the papers turn him into a beak-nosed dictator, demanding on the 

back page of yesterday'sSun that the nation 'Show me Respect' alongside the most 

unflattering image imaginable. 

Hodgson was not exactly a game away from the sack going into last night but 

defeat in Basle would have ratcheted up the distaste for him which was closer to 

the surface than I had thought, after last Friday's tepid win over Norway. It 

seemed we hadn’t got the whole Brazil thing out of our system. One average 

display yielded up one whole lot of hate when the Norwegians had swung out of 

town. The 2-0 win in Switzerland is an escape valve but it doesn't disguise the 

ordinariness of England; a characteristic which will reveal itself intermittently during 

England’s procession towards the 2016 European Championships – a pathway 

which has been made so elementary by UEFA that even this team cannot fail. 



When England play in the finals, we will be confronted by that cold sense of 

perspective again. Hodgson will not take the nation on a magic carpet ride across 

France, two years from now. 

 

The Football Association's decision not even to grant Pep Guardiola an interview for 

the manager's job when, as my newspaper revealed last year, he informally 

expressed interest in succeeding Fabio Capello, looks more myopic and 

unimaginative than ever. But Hodgson has what he has: a job piloting the football 

hopes of a nation infatuated by overseas stars, giddy from the consequences of 

another near £1bn Premier League summer transfer spend, a mere 20 per cent of 

which was spent on English players. For me, it said it all that one website 

newspaper was inviting readers only hours before last night's game to tell what 

they found most boring about James Milner - a talented midfield player who would 

be celebrated by most football nations but has somehow morphed into a laughing 

stock. 

I spent some of yesterday at the Soccerex football convention in Manchester, 

where some of the numbers crunched by the Spanish marketing specialist and data 

analyst Esteve Calzada, on the summer's transfer window, served a reminder – if it 

were actually needed- of the relative insignificance of the English footballer in the 

Premier League. 



Calzada showed the Premier League continues to have the lowest percentage of 

homegrown players in Europe: a mere  33% of all squads eligible to represent 

England. La Liga, the highest, parades 61% of players able to play for the national 

team. The struggle to find those good enough to deliver in the all-star division 

means the outlay on them has tripled to €203m (£162m) this summer. The 

average cost of national players in England rose to €4m (£3.2m) compared to 

€0.4m (£300,000) in Spain, where only 4.2% of transfer money was used to bring 

in Spanish players. Surprisingly, the squad with the most home grown players in it 

is the one populated by the proceeds of a £150.1m spending spree on principally 

foreign players – Manchester United’s. 

“Hodgson will not take the nation on a magic carpet ride 
across France, two years from now. 
The lack of top flight football means a smaller pool for Hodgson to choose from 

and players who consequently are prone to errors. Phil Jones looked as capable of 

a defensive calamity last night as Gary Cahill and Phil Jagielka did in Brazil. Jack 

Wilshere struggled with the demands of the holding role at the base of Hodgson’s 

diamond. Jordan Henderson looks more cut out for the disciplines of that role, 

though developing him as Steven Gerrard’s successor entails creating an entirely 

different job from the one he is asked to do for his club. All this and more is 

Hodgson’s lot. The only surprise is that his thoughts on what English club football 

has done to the national team does not turn the air blue more often. 

The only consolation for his England players is that there is no longer pressure. 

Paul Scholes, the BT Sport and Independent analyst, put it well last week. “It is not 

as if in the last 20 years, when my generation played for England, we won 

anything,” he said. “These young lads should remember that. There is no 

expectation. There is, and I mean this to help alleviate the pressure, really nothing 

to live up to.” 

Guardiola can count his lucky stars that all this and more did not become his 

inheritance. 
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